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church at the time of this service, to be formally anointed
by each priest separately. People, however, whenever they
are sick, may anoint themselves with no formal rite, if they
have by them at home a bit of cotton which has been soaked
in the oil. Should the cotton become dry, the efficacy is
not lost.

In the Greek Church the funeral service for laymen is
very long, but about one-third of it may be omitted if the
late hour of the day or other cause for haste should demand
this.1 As Easter week is a season of peculiar joy, the ru-
bric directs that an abbreviated service should be used at
this time always. The office for the burial of priests is
almost twice as long as that for laymen; for example, five
extracts are read from both Gospels and Epistles. There
is also an especial service for monks as well as for in-
fants.2

The service for laymen begins at the house, where the
priest incenses the body, which has previously been washed,
but with no especial prayer. As the procession is on the
way to the church the priest intones chants. In the church
itself, after various prayers and psalms, and a sort of litany
with responses, there follows a series of eight odes, each,
ending with an apostrophe to the Virgin. After this series
comes the Idiomehi of John of Damascus, in eight parts,
each part chanted to a different tone: quaint meditations
on death, full of an old-world flavor. Then come the beati-
tudes, interspersed with more reflections, Epistle (Thess.
4 : 13-17) and Gospel (John 5 : 24-30). Here follows the
chanted invitation to friends to advance and give the lust
kiss to the dead. Parts of this I give in free translation:
"Come, O brothers, let us give the last kiss to the dead,
thanking and praising God. For he has left his kinsfolk

1 With all sects in the East burial takes place if possible on the clay
of the death.

2 This service may be used for children up to the age of ten or twelve,
except where the bishop insists on an earlier date for its discontinu-
ance.   The service assumes that the infant dies without win.    The
Jacobite Chureli makes the same assumption and has an especial ser-
vice.   This church has separate burial offices for men and women, but
they differ only in the Scripture lesson.